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The eerie beauty of Ukraineâ€™s Lenin statues, toppled in the name of decommunizationIn the

process of decommunisation, Ukraine has toppled all its Lenin monuments. The authors have

hunted down and photographed these banned Soviet statues, revealing their inglorious fate. As

Russia celebrates the 100th anniversary of the Bolshevik revolution, Ukraine struggles to achieve

complete decommunization. Perhaps the most dramatic demonstration of this process is the

phenomenon of Leninopad (Lenin-fall)â€”the toppling of Lenin statues. In 2015 the Ukrainian

parliament passed legislation banning these monuments as symbols of the obsolete Soviet regime.

From an original population of 5500 in 1991, today not a single Lenin statue remains standing in

Ukraine.Photographer Niels Ackermann and journalist SÃ©bastien Gobert, both based in Kyiv, have

scoured the country in search of the remains of these toppled figures. They found them in the most

unlikely of places: Lenin inhabits gardens, scrap yards and store rooms. He has fallen on hard

timesâ€”cut into pieces; daubed with paint in the colors of the Ukrainian flag; transformed into a

Cossack or Darth Vaderâ€”but despite these attempts to reduce their status, the statues retain a

sinister quality, resisting all efforts to separate them from their history.These compelling images are

combined with witness testimonies to form a unique insight, revealing how Ukrainians perceive their

country, and how they are grappling with the legacy of their Soviet past to conceive a new vision of

the future.
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Mr. Gobert and Mr. Ackermann present the Lenin statues as a lens through which to view conflicting



Ukrainian visions of the countryâ€™s past, present and future. (Jordan G. Teicher The New York

Times Lens Blog)a page-turner of a photo book (Claire Voon Hyperallergic)Decapitating Lenin

statues is the hottest new trend in Ukraine. (Kim Kelly Vice)

First, on the book itself. The photographs are clear, the paper is thick, and the hardcover binding is

superior. What makes the book outstanding in addition to the many photos of Lenin statues are the

thought provoking comments by Ukrainians--more than a dozen pages. Here is a single quote from

a paragraph too large to insert here: "It's obvious that a nation won't unite under the single idea of

toppling Lenin!" If you have any interest at all in Russian history, monuments, or Ukraine, this book

is a must for your library! It is the perfect addition to my Russian library.
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